
 

     

 

Letter to the Delegates 

Honourable Delegates, 

We would like to formally welcome you to the United Nations Security Council at South Australian Model 

United Nation Conference 2015 

As the Security Council, you will be acting as the primary organs of the United Nations (UN), mandated 

by the charter of the UN to maintain international peace and security and thus are responsible for 

authorizing peacekeeping missions, addressing humanitarian crises and threats to international peace and 

security. Throughout the simulation, you will be faced with situations that will challenge you to reimagine 

what the conflict in Cyprus means today. It is up to you to implement any changes necessary to ensure the 

stability of the region while devising a solution to this complex, multifaceted conflict. 

The United Nation Security Council is mandated to take action to face threats to international peace and 

security and is the only body with power to issue binding resolutions (If adopted under Article 25 of the 

Charter). The Charter also allows the Security Council to impose economic sanctions and other measure 

including embargoes, financial penalties and military actions.  

The prosperity of the Mediterranean region is in your hands. If you have any questions, feel free to contact 

one of us. Be creative, be corroborative, and never forget to have fun. 

 

Regards, 

Haziq Ahmed and Henry Blacketer 

Co-directors United Nations Security Council 
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Overview/Introduction 
 

Cyprus is an island in the Mediterranean located south of turkey, with a population of about one million, 

the island has long been a volatile object of contention between Greece and Turkey, to the detriment of 

both the Greek-Cypriot majority and the Turkish Cypriots. The island has strong cultural and religious ties 

to both Greece and Turkey. The island is currently partitioned and has a UN administered buffer zone as 

well as several sovereign United Kingdom military bases.  
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History 
 

Ancient Cyprus attracted wealthy traders and merchants from much of the eastern Mediterranean. The 

invasion of the Mycenaeans, the Greek City States, Egypt and the Assyrians greatly influenced the islands 

culture. Christianity was spread to the islands in 45AD with the visit of Saint Paul to Paphos, the then 

capital of Cyprus.  For much of its history, the island has been under the control of the ruler of the seas. 

Cyprus was part of the Byzantine Empire and from 395 AD to 1185. From 11185 to around 1192, Cyprus 

fought for independence and was ruled by Isaac Komnenos. Richard the Lionheart conquered Cyprus in 

1192 as part of the Third Crusade. This conquest was particularly important as it was a vital strategic 

location that allowed maritime control of the Holy Lands. Cyprus continued to be important to the 

Crusaders after it was sold to the Knights Templar, and again to Guy of Lusigan, who established a stable 

sovereign kingdom. 

 



 

 4    

 

Venetian and Ottoman Rule 

With the death of the last King of Cyprus in 1473, the Republic of Venice assumed control of the island. 

The Venetians formally annexed Cyprus, and used it as a major commercial hub. The Venetians also 

attempted to supplant native culture and traditions on the islands, which did not succeed. The rise of the 

Ottoman Empire saw frequent raids on Cyprus, and the destruction of the city of Limaassol. Finally, in 

1570, the Ottoman’s conquered Cyprus despite significant resistance from the population of the islands. 

During the capture of Cyprus, the Ottoman forces massacred many Greeks and Christians, and destroyed 

the ruling Latin majority that had ruled for nearly four centuries. The Ottomans disbanded feudalism and 

installed the leader of Church of Cyprus as the leader of Christian Greek Cypriots, and as mediator 

between Muslim Ottoman rulers. 

During the Greek War of Independence in 1821 to 1829, the Ottoman Governor of Cyprus arrested Greek 

Cypriots leaving to fight for the Greek Forces. After the Greek president called for the unification of Greece 

with Cyprus, many civil uprisings, and discontent and the poverty and poor management of island affairs 

by the Ottomans, Greek nationalism had become a strongly rooted on the island. 

British Rule 

After the decline of the Ottomans Empire after the Russo-Turkish War, the British Empire assumed 

controlled of the administration of the Island in 1878 by agreement of the Congress of Berlin. The 

Ottomans agreed to this in exchange for British support in another war with Russia.  Britain used the 

island as a major naval base, as it overlooked the Suez Canal which was a crucial route to India, their most 

important colony at the time. Britain formally annexed Cyprus in 1914 with the total collapse of the 

Ottoman Empire after World War 1. In 1923, under the Treaty of Lausanne, the Turkish republic 

relinquished any claim to Cyprus. 

After World War 2, the Greek population of Cyprus believed that British rule would lead to enosis. This 

was the concept of a greater Greece which unified former Greek territories in Asia Minor, including 

Cyprus, and whose capital was Constantinople (formerly Byzantine). The Turkish population, however, 

wished for continued British rule, but later favoured the annexation of the entire island to Turkey after 

they were alarmed by the Greek Cypriot calls for enosis, particularly in the Cypriot Orthodox Church. The 

Turkish population fundamentally believed they had a right to self-determination separate from the Greek 

Cypriots, but were only 20% of the population in the 1950’s, which made this unfeasible. Further tensions 

including slogans such as “Death or partition” from the Turkish Cypriots, and a referendum supervised by 

Christian clergy found a 96% approval rating for enosis, led too limited being rejected by the British. The 

British later tolerated the creation of the underground “Turkish Resistance Organisation” (TMT) in order 

not to harm relations with the Turkish State. 
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Independence, Violence 

In 1960, Cyprus became independent after the Zurich and London agreement, which allowed the 

continued existence of two sovereign bases. Tension on the islands began to flare, and inter-communal 

violence became a problem on the island. The division of power in the new constitution lead to deadlock, 

discontent and the creation of nationalist militants on both sides. After two Turkish Cypriots were killed 

by Greek Police on December 21st, 1963, violence flared. During the ensuing violence, 364 Turkish Cypriots 

and 174 Greek Cypriots died, and more than 100 mixed or Turkish villages were destroyed.  More than 

25,000 Turkish Cypriots were displaced. Turkish Cypriots claimed the government no longer has 

legitimacy and withdrew from the political process. The Greek Cypriots unilaterally changed the structure 

of the republic, created the Green Line. The Green Line later became the United Nations Buffer Zone in 

Cyprus (UNBZC) along the creation of the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) in 

1964, with passing of United Nations Security Council Resolution 186. 

Conflict 
In 1964, Turkey tried to invade Cyprus, but withdrew after the United States threatened not support 

Turkey if the Soviet bloc subsequently invaded. By this time enosis was official Greek policy, and Greece 

dispatched 10,000 troops to Cyprus to counter potential invasion by Turkey. In 1967, a coup d’etat installed 

a military junta in Greece. This junta subsequently ordered a coup d’etat in Cyprus on the 15th of July, 1974 

in order to unify Greece with the mainland. Five days later, Turkish forces invaded Cyprus, citing their 

right to reinstate the constitutional order of 1960, a right they stated was guaranteed to them by the Treaty 

of Guarantee. This justification was rejected by the United Nations, and the international community. The 

Turkish forces landed 6,000 men on the island, and bombed Greek positons on Cyprus. Three days later, a 

ceasefire was agreed to, the military junta Athens fell, and the constitutional order in Cyprus was restored, 

removing the Turkish casus belli. During negotiations, the Turkish forces reinforced their beachhead, and 

ordered a second invasion. International pressure lead to a ceasefire, with 37% percent of the island under 

Turkish control, the displacement of 180,000 Greek Cypriots. With arms-embargos imposed on Turkey for 

using NATO equipment during its invasion of Cyprus, and significant pressure from the UN, Turkey 

ended fighting. 

Post-Conflict 
 

In 1983, with Turkish troops continuing to occupy the North-Eastern section of the island, the Turkish 

Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) was declared, and is only recognized by Turkey. Since the conflict, 

150,000 settlers from Turkey have settled in the north, many forced from Turkey by the government. This 



 

 6    

 

act, as well as the declaration of the TRNC have been condemned by the United Nations, and is reaffirmed 

annually. 

In 2004, Secretary-General Kofi Anan drafted the Annan Plan. The plan was based on the Swiss federal 

system, and proposed two loosely linked federal states. Details of the plans included a “Presidential 

Council” of six members allocated according to population levels (4 GC, 2 TC), who would appoint a 

President and Vice-President from then councils members. These offices would rotate every 20 months of 

the councils five year terms. Additionally, a bicameral legislature with equal representation in the senate, 

and no fewer than 12 members of either communities in the 48 seat lower house. The judiciary was to 

compose equal parts Greek and Turkish judges, with three foreign judges to be appointed by the 

Presidential Council. The Annan Plan V was put to referendum in Northern Cyprus and the Republic of 

Cyprus, with 65% of Turkish Cypriots voting for, and 74% of Greek Cypriots voting against. Many Greek 

Cypriots claimed that it disproportionately favoured the Turkish side. In the same year, Cyprus also joined 

the European Union. 

In 2008, the wall in the UN buffer zone was knocked down in Ledra Street in the presence of officials from 

both parts of the country. The wall divided the parts of the city of Nicosia controlled by the Turkish and 

the Greeks, and opening of the roadblock that was seen as a strong symbol of the lands division. In May of 

2015, officials relaunched reunification talks. 

Strategic Factors  
 

The islands has claim to significant area of coast as part of its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) under the 

United Nations Convention on the Laws of the Sea (UNCLOS). These waters contain relatively unexplored 

oil fields and good fish stocks. There are significant hopes that further exploitation of Cyprus’s oil supply 

will facilitate resolution of the conflict, as pipelines for the oil would need to be built to transfer oil and gas 

to Europe. However, the discovery of oil has also lead to tension, with Turkey dispatching research 

vessels, a surveillance vessels and warships into Cyprus EEZ. With Cyprus and Greece keen to protect to 

protect their oil supplies, this could be a trigger for conflict. Israel, with its own reserves of oil, also needs 

safe export pipelines for its oil which would likely go through the island, and is significantly strengthening 

ties with Cyprus. Any successful deal for peace in Cyprus must deal with oil, pipelines, and water 

boundaries. 

The islands also present a significant maritime stronghold and commercial centre for surrounding 

countries. Britain in particular uses the island and its sovereign bases there to project force and maintain its 

Mediterranean fleet. This islands close positions to Middle East, Israel and other likely areas of conflict 

make the military importance of the islands paramount. The United Kingdom and the United States will be 
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extremely unlikely to accept any settlement that would affect regional security or their ability to project 

force into Northern Africa and the Middle East. 

The island also has significant potential as a maritime opportunity’s for trade. It’s strategic position 

between Northern Africa and Europe and operates as a bridge between East and West. Its place on the sea 

lane of the great maritime highway that links through the Suez and Bab al-Mandabto the Indian Ocean 

also links to the Strait of Hormuz and the Persian Gulf. Cyprus is also very close to Turkeys southern 

trading ports, including Mersin. This central place means the islands potential for trade and commerce is 

enormous. The current conflict acts as a significant barrior to Cyprus’s and the region’s economic 

development. 

 

Politically, neither Greece nor Turkey can allow themselves to be seen as weak in any resolution of the 

conflict. The islands its tensions have been strong points of contention for many years, and their 

governments cannot look like they did not get a favourable settlement. Domestically, these governments 

will face significant pressure, and will not wish to look weak on an international scale. The long running 

nature of the conflict has driven a wedge between Turkey and the Greece and the EU at large. Any 

settlement should bridge this divide, not widen it. 

Proposed Solutions: 
 

With the Cyprus reunification negotiations under way since 2008 at an impasse, dramatic steps are needed. 

As the stalemate continues, the costs for Greek and Turkish Cypriots, Turkey and the European Union 

(EU) are growing rapidly. Neither the Greek Cypriots nor the Turkish Cypriots can fulfil their potential on 

an island whose future is divided, uncertain, militarised and facing new economic difficulties. Turkey’s EU 

candidacy and EU-NATO cooperation are at risk. Lack of Settlement damages everyone’s interest and 

keeps frustration high. More than 200,000 Cypriots are still internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 

Turkish troops remain in overwhelming force. 

The economic and security interests of 1.1 million Cypriots and outside parties would be best met with a 

comprehensive political settlement. Since the High-Level Agreements of 1977 and 1979, the goal has been a 

federation, variously described as bi-communal, bi-zonal or even both. The goal of federation, undefined, 

is supported by 79 per cent of Greek Cypriots and 76 per cent of Turkish Cypriots. However, 92 per cent of 

Greek Cypriots still prefer a unitary state, and 90 per cent of Turkish Cypriots still support a two-state 

solution. Both view the other’s interpretation of federation as worse than the status quo, although 53 per 

cent of Turkish Cypriots could support the Greek Cypriot interpretation. Yet the sides have never agreed 

on the definition of these core terms, and do not trust each other to implement any deal they might reach. 
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The slowdown over the past year suggests the prospect of an imminent breakthrough in the UN talks is 

minimal. Time is making the Cyprus dispute increasingly insoluble. The sides may want to hang on to the 

status quo, a mixture of preferring the devil they know and the logic of “if we can’t have what we want, 

neither can you”. But in the meantime, Cyprus’s development and Turkey’s EU accession remain stunted.  

Turkish and Greek Cypriot leaderships’ cancellations of military exercises over the past three years have 

contributed to confidence building. Ankara could go a step ahead, declaring readiness to count the troops 

in its Cyprus garrison. Mutually agreed troop withdrawals must be part of the final political settlement. 

Polls show Turkish Cypriots remain convinced they need a residual Turkish military presence and 

guarantees. By permitting a troop count, Turkey could lower Greek Cypriot threat perceptions without 

any soldiers actually departing. A UN or other mutually agreed mechanism could record all soldiers on 

the island. It would almost certainly expose significant differences between the real number of Turkish 

troops and what Greek Cypriots believe. 

Similarly, to build transparency and trust, Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots should together seek 

international help to conduct a simultaneous island-wide census. Greek Cypriots should drop objections to 

EU aid to Turkish Cypriot administrators in carrying out their part of a census, thus removing the paradox 

that they criticise the lack of international oversight they have themselves prevented, then base some of 

their own arguments on the data. 

The angry tone in Turkish and Greek Cypriot officials’ voices when talking about each other speaks 

volumes about the level of mutual frustration. Ankara’s refusal to recognise the authority of Greek Cypriot 

officials and Greek Cypriots’ refusal to speak directly with Turkish Cypriot de facto authorities outside UN 

facilitated talks. The Turkish side asserts the Greek Cypriot leadership illegally seized the title of the 

Republic of Cyprus in 1963/ 1964. However, the Republic is now an EU and UN member, and Ankara is 

isolated in its refusal to talk normally to its officials. 

Five UN Secretaries-General have despatched missions to help negotiate the reunification of Cyprus, over 

nearly five decades, but none has yet succeeded. The current major round of UN-facilitated negotiations is 

struggling. Such talks are the only way to achieve an overall political settlement, to solve the ultimate 

status and size of the Turkish Cypriot zone, to establish full diplomatic relations between Turkey and the 

Republic of Cyprus, to work out the amount of territory that Turkey and Turkish Cypriots will hand over 

to the Greek Cypriots and to agree on the property owned on both sides of the island. The UN has been 

involved in the conflict since 1964, when the Security Council established a peacekeeping force in Cyprus 

to prevent further violence. This force has only increased in size and scope in the years since, and has been 

maintained at a cost of $57 million. The UN also actively maintains a “Green Line” buffer zone to prevent 

the Greek-controlled South from clashing with the Turkish-controlled North. 
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On the 11th of February 2014, the following joint declaration was made by Turkish and Greek 

Cypriots laying out the foundations for settling the Cyprus dispute: 

“1. The status quo is unacceptable and its prolongation will have negative consequences for the Greek Cypriots and 

Turkish Cypriots. The leaders affirmed that a settlement would have a positive impact on the entire region, while first 

and foremost benefiting Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots, respecting democratic principles, human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, as well as each other's distinct identity and integrity and ensuring their common future in a 

united Cyprus within the European Union. 

2. The leaders expressed their determination to resume structured negotiations in a results-oriented manner. All 

unresolved core issues will be on the table, and will be discussed interdependently. The leaders will aim to reach a 

settlement as soon as possible, and hold separate simultaneous referenda thereafter. 

3. The settlement will be based on a bi-communal, bi-zonal federation with political equality, as set out in the relevant 

Security Council Resolutions and the High Level Agreements. The united Cyprus, as a member of the United 

Nations and of the European Union, shall have a single international legal personality and a single sovereignty, 

which is defined as the sovereignty which is enjoyed by all member States of the United Nations under the UN 

Charter and which emanates equally from Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. There will be a single united Cyprus 

citizenship, regulated by federal law. All citizens of the united Cyprus shall also be citizens of either the Greek-

Cypriot constituent state or the Turkish-Cypriot constituent state. This status shall be internal and shall 

complement, and not substitute in any way, the united Cyprus citizenship. 

The powers of the federal government, and like matters that are clearly incidental to its specified powers, will be 

assigned by the constitution. The Federal constitution will also provide for the residual powers to be exercised by the 

constituent states. The constituent states will exercise fully and irrevocably all their powers, free from encroachment 

by the federal government. The federal laws will not encroach upon constituent state laws, within the constituent 

states' area of competences, and the constituent states' laws will not encroach upon the federal laws within the federal 

government's competences. Any dispute in respect thereof will be adjudicated finally by the Federal Supreme Court. 

Neither side may claim authority or jurisdiction over the other. 

4. The united Cyprus federation shall result from the settlement following the settlement's approval by separate 

simultaneous referenda. The Federal constitution shall prescribe that the united Cyprus federation shall be composed 

of two constituent states of equal status. The bi-zonal, bi-communal nature of the federation and the principles upon 

which the EU is founded will be safeguarded and respected throughout the island. The Federal constitution shall be 

the supreme law of the land and will be binding on all the federation's authorities and on the constituent states. 

Union in whole or in part with any other country or any form of partition or secession or any other unilateral change 

to the state of affairs will be prohibited. 

5. The negotiations are based on the principle that nothing is agreed until everything is agreed. 
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6. The appointed representatives are fully empowered to discuss any issue at any time and should enjoy parallel access 

to all stakeholders and interested parties in the process, as needed. The leaders of the two communities will meet as 

often as needed. They retain the ultimate decision making power. Only an agreement freely reached by the leaders 

may be put to separate simultaneous referenda. Any kind of arbitration is excluded. 

7. The sides will seek to create a positive atmosphere to ensure the talks succeed. They commit to avoiding blame 

games or other negative public comments on the negotiations. They also commit to efforts to implement confidence 

building measures that will provide a dynamic impetus to the prospect for a united Cyprus.” 

This declaration lays out the key foundation blocks that any resolution must cover to be acceptable to both 

sides. Any plan should certainly look at failed settlement plans, including the Anan Plan, and try to 

expand and fix the problems that led to their failure. It is imperative of the United Nations Security 

Council to put an end to this problem that continues to drive a wedge between Europe and Turkey and 

affect the lives of millions of people. They must decide whether a partition is the only solution, or whether 

the interests of the two groups can be unified along with the nation as a whole. 

Questions to Consider: 

How can the Security Council strengthen regional peacebuilding efforts?  

How can the international community enhance its cooperation to counter emerging threats in the 

Mediterranean region more effectively? 

To which extent do the existing counter-measures need to be improved/which new forms should be 

introduced (if at all)?   

To which extent shall the world community engage itself with questions regarding the conflict in Cyprus? 

What methods would the international community adhere to if the talks with both the parties keep on 

failing? 

How can the SC ensure the peace and security of the region while affirming commitment to the two state 

solution? 

What can the Security Council do to ensure that there is not a relapse into widespread armed conflict?  
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Recommendations for further Reading: 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights: 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/ 

The World Fact Book: 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 

Official United Nation Documents: 

http://documents.un.org/ 
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