
 

     

 

 

Introduction 

 

Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to SAMUNC 2015’s Crisis Committee. 

Before we throw you into the deep end we’d like to give you a little more information on 

Crisis, as it differs a lot from regular forms of MUN-ing.  

As we have 2 cabinets in this crisis (Indian-Bangladesh cabinet and Chinese cabinet) debate 

generally does not follow typical chairing rules. Your president/premier will chair the 

debate so that everyone gets equal speaking time and it runs smoothly. There will be no 

general speakers list or caucuses unless debate becomes too unruly and needs to be 

moderated. Treat it similar to an unmoderated caucus as if you were discussing something 

important like a draft resolution.  

You will not work purely off the briefing paper. The briefing paper outlines the situation as 

it is when the debate opens, but as we progress, you will receive press releases, numbers 

and updates from the directors. You will be expected to respond (quickly!) to these updates 

with press releases/directives.  
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There will be no draft resolutions/working papers. Instead, you will pass directives. These 

can be individual directives (specific to your portfolio, interests, or whatever reason), or as a 

cabinet as a whole. You will send these to the directors and we shall enter them into our 

super fancy program to calculate what happens when these directives go through. 

Don’t worry if you’re confused at first, crisis is best to learn by watching. If you need 

anything, don’t hesitate to ask your directors, we’ll be in and out of your cabinet rooms 

receiving directives and giving you more information as the crisis unfolds. 

Additional to this briefing paper you will each receive personal character bios. These will 

detail your characters personality and motives. We encourage delegates to stick to these 

papers quite closely, as they will make crisis more interesting for everyone. If you have any 

questions about your character please come see us/message us privately, as they are TOP 

SECRET!  
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Directors 

 

Hello delegates!  

We are your directors this year and we are very excited to meet you all. We don’t want to 

talk too much about ourselves but we thought we’d give you a little background info so you 

know you’re in safe MUN hands!  

Eddie Satchell 

 

Eddie is currently studying Law and International Studies at the 

University of Adelaide. He has been an active member with the 

Adelaide Model UN Society. He participated in the Security Council at 

SAMUNC 2014 and headed to WorldMUN 2015 as part of the 

Historical General Assembly. Eddie decided to get involved with 

Model United Nations because of his interest in international politics 

and enjoyment of persuasive speaking. He believes SAMUNC offers an opportunity to 

engage with both of these interests at a high level and allows the development of 

negotiation and public speaking skills.  

                                                                                                 Harry Cantor 

 

 

Harry is currently studying a Bachelor of Information Technology at the 

University of South Australia. He has been active with the UniSA United 

Nations and International Relations Society and the Adelaide University 

United Nations Society. In 2015 he attended WorldMUN as a delegate. 
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Sarah Tynan 

 

Sarah is currently studying Media and Arts (Politics) and Languages 

(German) at the University of Adelaide. Her first MUN was SAMUNC 

2011 on DISEC. Since then she has chaired the Food and Agriculture 

Committee at SAMUNC 2012, attended WorldMUN in 2013 and helped 

run her favourite MUN conference (SAMUNC!) on the Secretariat later 

that year. Her enthusiasm for MUN continued into her year abroad in 

the UK where she attended ManMUN and BraMUN in 2014, and won the “distinguished 

delegate” award at LivMUN 2015 on the Security Council as well as chairing Crisis at 

LeedsMUN 2015 and seasonal LeedsMUN events in 2014/2015.  

 

 

We all believe that MUN is a great opportunity to practice debate and public speaking skills, 

learn about international relations & specifics about our represented countries, and meet 

likeminded people.  

We believe that Crisis takes it a step further and teaches us to act quickly, plan under 

pressure and be creative! We hope you enjoy it as much as we do. 
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China, India and Bangladesh 

 

India and Chinese relations have remained in a stable tense state for the last few decades. 

While relations between the two countries were marked by territorial conflicts, most notably 

the Sino-Indian war of 1962 and the Sino-Indian skirmish of 1987, relations have since 

warmed somewhat and both countries have developed strong economic ties with one 

another. Despite this, tension still remains over unsettled boarder areas, most notably the 

McMahon Line as well as Indian claims over the Jamu-Kashmir region. While economic 

relations are robust and continuing to develop, this has been undermined by a significant 

trade imbalance that favours China. Further, since 2014 both countries have been 

represented by assertive leaders who partly depend upon nationalistic sentiment to 

legitimise their leadership. This tension has been reinforced by geo-political issues as both 

India and China grow more assertive concomitant with their developing military and 

economic power. The closeness of China to India’s rival Pakistan remains a source of unease 

for India, while China is concerned with what it sees as a warming of US-Indian relations.  

Bangladesh has developed close ties to China- its largest economic partner while still 

remaining a close ally of India. The Bangladeshi and Indian relationship extends back to 

India’s involvement in the Bangladesh Liberation War. Still, China has in recent times made 

overtures to increase its influence both economically and politically.  

Currently Narendra Modi and the Bharatiya Janata Party holds the administration of India 

after claiming after a tremendous win over the Congress Party in 2014. The BJP is a right-

wing Hindu-national party and Modi has actively promoted himself as a representation of a 

new and assertive India.  
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The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) have retained control of China since the 1949 victory 

in the Chinese Civil War. Since the end of the Maoist era, China has reformed its markets 

and embarked on a program of economic engagement with the global economy. While its 

basis in Communism has largely been reduced to rhetoric, the CCP largely relies on the 

strong growth and development of the economy supplemented with the harking back to 

China’s national greatness during its Imperial Era. While the CCP asserts a unified front, 

beneath this veneer of solidarity exists a seething realm of factional infighting and 

positioning for the internal appointments at the 19th National Congress. Xi Jinping, since 

2013 the authoritative President of China, has initiated a war against corruption in an 

attempt to restore the people’s faith in the party and simultaneously assert factional control 

over the Party.  

Bangladesh is led by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, head of the Awami League Party, a left-

wing secular nationalist party that comes from an elite political family. After a military 

occupation of her state, she has dominated each election, winning her third time Prime 

Ministership in 2014 in an election boycotted by BNP, the rival political party 
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The Brahmaputra River Crisis  

 

China recently built the 2014 Zangmu Hydro Power Station (HPS) on the Yarlung Tsangpo 

river (which becomes the Brahmaputra) causing tensions between China and India to grow. 

As the 13th most ‘water poor’ country in the world, 80 per cent of China’s cities are severely 

water stressed. China plans on diverting 150 billion cubic metres of water and direct them 

into northern China for irrigation. 50 billion cubic metres of this would come from the 

Brahmaputra.  

There are concerns that the Dam will affect water flow into both India and Bangladesh. 

India has asserted the need for a water sharing treaty with China, as paranoia rose after the 

announcement of the 510-MW Zangmu project on the river. 

There have also been a number of environmental concerns relating to the numerous 

damming projects devised by both countries. One of the chief concerns is that the dams 

reducing water flow to the lower regions of the river increasing the salinity of the water and 

surrounding earth. This would be extremely damaging to agricultural production in south 

east India particularly around the Ganges. There is also concerns that constructions of dams, 

particularly reservoir dams, will destabilize the region leading to an increase in seismic 

activity such as earthquakes and landslides. The threat of increased seismic activity is only 

increased by the rivers close proximity to the Himalayas, an already very unstable region, 

with the 2015 Nepal earthquake being a recent example of the potential ramifications. 
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A Brief Timeline  

 

• 1951 - Tibet affirms Chinese sovereignty over Tibet.  

• 1959 - Government of Tibet dissolved. Dalai Lama fled to India and established 

Tibetan Government in Exile.  

• 1962 - India and China engage in the Sino-Indian war.  

• December 1971 - India joined the war fighting with Bangladesh against Pakistan 

after pre-emptive air strikes against it.  

• December 1971 - Bangladesh Liberation War. 

• 1987 - China and India engage each other in the Sino-Indian Skirmish.  

• 1996 - India and Bangladesh signed Ganges Water Sharing Treaty that solved past 

water disputes between the two countries 2000 - landslide blocks river flow.  

• 2006 - India creates expert committee tasked with studying the downstream impacts 

of the Lower Subansiri Hydroelectric Power Project in response to extreme anti-dam 

protests.  

• December 2007 - India begins construction starts on Lower Subansiri dam.  
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• 2009 - China starts construction of Zangmu dam. 2010 - China admits to construction 

of Zangmu dam. 

• October 2013 - Memorandum of Understanding between the Ministry of Water 

Resources, the Republic of India and the Ministry of Water Resources, the People’s Republic 

of China on Strengthening Cooperation on Trans-border Rivers was signed by China and 

India.  

• June 2014 - Implementation Plan of Hydrological Information signed by China and 

India November. 

• 2014 - China completed 1.5 billion dollar dam project became operational Zangmu 

Dam. 

• 2015 - 5 other Chinese dam projects are expected to be operational 
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Thank you for reading and good luck! 

Your Directors 


